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By : hassim M. Al-Hassani

In part one | have started with
brief introduction and history
of internet service in Iraqg. Part
two will cover the user rules
and restriction prior to 2003.
The next articles will discuss
the current policies and the
challenges the MOC facing to
shape the telecoms sector in
Irag also | will provide
evidence as well as in-depth
discussions to reflect the new
technologies like the Internet
and its impact and
implications on the Iraqi
political systems, Policy
Makers and Private sectors.
The aims to look at
legislations of the lIraqi
government pre and post
2003 regarding
telecommunications services
in general and Internet in
particular.

User Rules

Iraqi citizens had to accept
many restrictions and
conditions in order to use the
Internet. They had to have the
financial means. Moreover,
they had to complete and sign
an Internet subscription
application which stated: "the
subscription applicant must
report any hostile website
seen on the Internet, even if it
was seen by chance. The
applicants must not copy or
print any literature or photos
that go against state policy or
relate to the regime. Special
inspector's teams must be
allowed to search the

applicant's place of residence
to examine any files saved on
the applicant's personal
computer."

If visitors were actually
allowed to use the Internet
after agreeing to these
conditions, they typically
found themselves presented
with either Saddam Hussein's
picture (which was on the
majority of the permitted web
pages) or an large "X,"
informing them that the web
page was banned in Iraqg. This
was, of course, only if they
were allowed to use the
Internet: those in charge of
the centers could arbitrarily
bar visitors from using a
connection if they did know
the visitor or if they didn't like
the way the visitor looked.
Authorities could decide that
someone had no reason to
use the Internet and order
them to return home.

In universities and institutions
with Internet centers, those in
charge intercepted and
carefully reviewed any e-
mails sent to students before
allowing them to be delivered.
They were also responsible
for reading e-mails students
intend to send before they
were sent. This process,
which occurred in addition to
a similar censorship process
in a central governmental
department, added to the

delay in
message
arrival.

The lraqi

authorities
created a
unique
system of
Internet use.
In the 65
Internet
canters (the Iragi name for net
cafes) there were no limits to
the government's powers of
censorship.
Iragi users were permitted to
access only an extremely
limited number of web pages.
Users did not have to free
Internet e-mail services as the
government had blocked
access to all the e-mail
service providers.

The Internet users who could
afford a computer could
obtain a governmental e-mail
service for 100,000 Iraqi
dinars per year (equal to $50).
Or they could pay $750
annually for the direct Internet
connection provided only by
the SCIS and have all the
options of the service. In the
Internet canters, users had to
pay 200 dinars for every e-
mail sent. Before this email
could be sent, it had to be
reviewed by an official at the
Internet censorship
department.
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Welcome to the 1st report
of IGF Hyderabad
The 1st Day activities

(The transcripts of every day
sessions of the main Hall is
available in IGF site
http://igf.wgig.org/cms/index
.php/home))

1st the Multilingualism
session in the main room,
they talk about the important
of multilingual and how to
copy the experiment of
Indian experiment , they
have 22 official
language and 200
deferent accents and
they have multilingual in
media and schools
material.

2ed the workshop in
ISRC Internet
sustainable research
center (Sustainable
development) Global future
changing internet
governance

General crisis

- environmental

- SOCIiO

- geo-economic
currenttrends and policies

- conventional world - market
forces and policy reform

- barbarization (disruption)-
fortress world and
breakdown

- great transition (can not be
managed by conventional

ity wwl
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

}ﬁ% B T
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December 3 -6, 2008
Hyderabad, India

Welcome Delegates

world/people's different
value, preferences) eco-
communalism and new
paradigm

Also there is two different

workshops inthe 1stday. The
first was "Legal Aspects of

Internet

Managing Critical
Resources (CIR).

The first speaker was
Amitabh Singhal from the
Indian Telecommunications
Regulator. His presentation
put forward policy issue
areas regarding the Internet.
Issues such as Internet
Security, Intellectual
Property Rights,

Privacy, Consumer Rights,
Telecoms issues relating to
deployment and cost as well
as Freedom of Expression
and Capacity Building were

mentioned.

According to the speaker, the
current CIR Management
has come under a lot of
criticism mainly because of
the US Government control
over root server
administration, its general
inconsistency with WSIS
Principles, lack of uniformed
domain name allocation
policies and the fact that IP
Address Policies have been
imbalanced in terms of
distribution

The speaker mentioned
some alternative
developed by the
WGIG. However all
models proposed by the
WGIG have been
criticized as it proposes
an overwhelming
government led
management with advisory
role by the private sector.

He concluded by stating that
there may a need to revisit
the current CIR
Management.

The second presentation
was by Eric Erate. He
described the models of the
management of country code
top level domains (cctlds).
He described the fact that
most of the cctlds were
controlled and managed by
NGOs the legal relationships




were strictly contractual
while administrative
procedure was applied to
those managed by
government. In Brazil
domain names are
free because a law
says that service j
provided by the
Foreign Service shall
be free, a law of 50
years. He also said
that free trade agreement
says cctlds must adopt
UDRP but since some
NGOS manage cctld this
cannotit be enforced.

He concluded by saying that
these issues need to be
looked into.

The Second
workshop was
entitled Youth
and Internet
Governance:
Challenges for
the future. |
listened to three
presentations
and had to
interrupt my
attendance while
communicating with Rose.
However | listened to Marilla
describe Youth Access
through Internet hubs and
Dr. Wolfgang described the
summer school on Internet
governance and plans to
take the school to the Arab
region and the Asian
continent. Christina also
described the dangers to
privacy to the youth

especially in the use of
online social networks such
as face book.

Finally : Report on Youth
and Internet Governance

This sessions was divided
in two round. First speaker
was Marilia who presented
the Remote participation
initiative (igfremote.com
a n d

http://www.intgovforum.org/
cms/index.php/remoteparti
cipation ) and highlighted
the relation between youth
and remote participation
project.

the next speaker was
Eddan katz from EFF who
focused on the concept of
digital natives (which is a
Berkman center project
http://cyber.law.harvard.ed
u/research/digitalnatives).
Nevine tewfik from egypt

made an overview about
Egyptian initiative for online
children protection.
For second round,
Prof Kleinwachter
presented the
experience of
summer school and
how is designed to
involve and train
youthon IG issues.
Kristina irion from
Hungry made a clear
presentation about
importance of privacy issue
on the case of social
network and how it can be
dangerous for youth after
some years (she mentioned
a good book about
reputation
http://docs.law.g
wu.edu/facweb/d
solove/Future-
of-Reputation/)
Agnieszka from
Poland spoke
about cyber
bullying and
presented the
polish initiative
4% aimed to fight it. it
was a good case
of the misuse of technology
by youth and how we should
prevent this.
last speaker from India
made a speech about a
project which he is a
member and which allowed
the management of blood
transfer which prove how
youth can be responsible
andinnovative.
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